
       

John Bean’s heritage began with a retired inventor named John Bean, and his founding of the John Bean 
Spray Pump in 1904. 

John Bean was a pioneer in innovative technologies to meet the growing demands of the ever-growing 
automotive industry. During the early 1900’s John Bean’s state-of-the-art pressure pumps were often 
used as portable fire fighting pumps. The mounting of John Bean pumps on trucks led to the first fire 
trucks. 

However, the added weight to the vehicle adversely affected the truck’s wheel alignment causing 
excessive tire wear. In 1925, John Bean engineers designed a dedicated mechanical alignment machine 
that could diagnose alignment problems and help to align the early John Bean fire trucks, and by 1932 
this new alignment machine was being marketed broadly under the John Bean brand name. 

John Bean engineers continued to innovate and in 1934 introduced the first dynamic wheel balancer. 

In 1947, the John Bean Visualiner became the first optically based alignment system in the world and 
quickly became the standard of the industry. 

The Visualiner II in 1984 marked the first successful application of optical measuring heads with a CRT 
computer aligner. Our engineers were also the first to develop operator self-calibration for both wheel 
aligners and wheel balancers. 

In 1987 the John Bean Signature Series model 9909 became the first alignment machine with built-in 
training systems for the operator. The company’s engineers continued to be at the forefront in 
developing and applying new technologies to the wheel service equipment industry. 

The John Bean innovative heritage continues to bring the world’s most valued productivity solutions to 
market, an example being the seven years of intensive research and development that resulted in the 
introduction of three-dimensional Imaging Alignment technology using digital cameras and high speed 
computing. This innovation has completely revolutionized Wheel Alignment service. Our Imaging 
Alignment technology allows today’s technician to obtain alignment readings in under 2 minutes. The 
tradition of being the first to apply new technologies to meet the needs of the automotive service 
industry is as alive today as it was in 1925 when John Bean introduced the world’s first wheel aligner. 

PRODUCTS / SERVICES OFFERED 
Snap-On designs, manufactures and sells a wide range of passenger car and truck service equipment 
including:  wheel alignment systems, suspension and brake testing systems, wheel balancers, brake 
lathes, tire changers and vehicle lifts.  They have products under a host of industry-reknown brands 
including:  Snap-On, John Bean, Hofmann, Solus diagnostics and more.    
 
www.snapon.com (diagnostics) 
www.johnbean.com  (equipment) 
 

http://www.snapon.com/
http://www.johnbean.com/
http://store.snapon.com/Default.aspx
http://www.johnbean.com/home.asp


BEST FEATURES  
Wholesale program available with TBC Equipment Department   
Innovative products. 
 
 HOURS OF OPERATION  
Monday through Friday   8:00am – 5:00pm  CST  
  
MARKETS SERVED  
USA, Canada and International  
 
PRICING  
Being a member of TBC Corporation you receive the very best group pricing available and a full 
comprehensive line of equipment that you can trust.   
   
HOW TO PLACE ORDERS  
To get pricing, information, features & benefits, financing options and place orders please contact the 
equipment specialists at TBC Equipment & Facilities at (866) 586-0300 or equipmentsales@tbccorp.com    
 
PAYMENT TERMS  
Excellent financing options for our franchisee Dealers are available!  Please contact the TBC Equipment 
& Facilities at (866) 586-0300 or equipmentsales@tbccorp.com 
  
TECHNICAL HOTLINE  
 (800) 225-5786   
 
WARRANTY AND LABOR CLAIMS  
For any warranty issues please contact:  
Snap-On 
309 Exchange Ave. 
Conway, AR 72032 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION  
Corporate Contact    
Jeff Szuba  - Key Account Sales  

Email:  jeff.w.szuba@snapon.com  

Phone: (502) 649-1178  
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